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YORK THOROUGHBRED RACING CLUB — REDEVELOPMENT 

Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 
MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [2.07 pm]: York Thoroughbred Racing 
Club is the oldest thoroughbred racing club in Western Australia, having been formed in 1843. Members may 
recall that in June 2008, a little more than two years ago, stewards from Racing and Wagering WA abandoned a 
race meeting at York due to dangerous conditions on the track that nearly caused a horse and rider to fall in front 
of the field. This followed a number of abandoned meetings in previous years due to unsafe track conditions. 
The track problems related to a section near the 600-metre mark coming out of the back straight, which leads to a 
tight downhill corner with a reverse camber. A drainage problem meant that run-off from Mt Bakewell would 
soak this area of the track, resulting in an already tricky corner becoming dangerously wet and slippery. The 
track required some major reengineering work to rectify the problem, and with the racing industry facing 
financial pressure, the future of the York racetrack looked bleak.  

However, in another success story of the royalties for regions program, a grant of approximately $200 000 was 
provided by the Wheatbelt Development Commission to undertake the track re-engineering works. Fixing the 
track problem, however, was just one issue; getting the club back on a sustainable footing was another. In that 
regard, I acknowledge the Wheatbelt Development Commission, which helped broker a deal involving the York 
Racing club, the Shire of York and Racing and Wagering WA that will see the York racecourse become a 
multipurpose equine facility catering for provincial-level thoroughbred racing, a harness training facility and 
equestrian activities. To make this happen, the York shire council has agreed to waive back rates of around 
$50 000, exempt the club from future rates and take over the maintenance of the venue as part of a joint 10-year 
proposal, which will result in the development of an equine precinct on land surrounding the track.  

Racing and Wagering WA has agreed to fund six provincial thoroughbred meetings each year at a cost of 
$600 000 per annum. The track will also provide backup in the event that racing at Northam is interrupted. Barry 
Mahood has been a strong campaigner for the club, and without his never-say-die attitude, it is unlikely that the 
club would have survived. I am able to report that the track re-engineering work has been successfully completed 
on time and on budget and that unofficial trials have been completed, with jockeys reporting that all is well. It 
therefore gives me great pleasure to inform the Parliament that racing will return to York this week, with a 
midweek meeting on Thursday, 16 September, followed by the York Cup on Sunday, 26 September.  

On behalf of the government of Western Australia, I congratulate all those involved with the York Thoroughbred 
Racing Club. Best wishes for a successful future.  
 


